
The Swallow School District, with families and community, will inspire every child to achieve maximum potenti al for future success as a 
self-directed, problem-solving, responsible, life-long learner.
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SWALLOW IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Summer/Fall 2019

175 Years and Still Breaking Ground

see  175th on page 2

Last May we were able to 
celebrate Swallow’s 175th 
anniversary and break ground 
for the renovation projects 
supported by the successful 
November 2018 referendum. A 
look back at our start in 1842, before Wisconsin 
was even a state, illustrates the values of self-im-
provement and working together as a community, 
which are still evident today and contribute to 
Swallow’s success as a school community.

The following pages off er updates on the myriad 
programs and opportunities for current Swallow 
students as well as updates on our continuous 
improvement eff orts. Your partnership to provide 
these ways to learn and grow within and beyond 
the traditional school day create unique 
experiences for our students. Thank you.

Our District’s YouTube channel (available via the 
red play button in the top banner of our web-
site) hosts the video made to detail the past 175 
years, as well as more than ten episodes of the 
student-led documentaries of our construction 
project, Improving Spaces to Support What’s Next. 
I invite you to learn more about everything from 
the design process to why underpinning was done 
to the existing building’s foundation by subscrib-
ing to the channel and watching these fun, infor-
mative videos.  

I hope you enjoy learning more about our 
District, among the top performing districts in 
the state, and welcome your attendance at our 
upcoming events. 

Sincerely,

M��i�s�
Melissa Thompson, Ph.D.

Not many school districts have 175 years of history to celebrate, nor can they do so 
in nearly the exact location where they began. On May 17, 2019, the Swallow com-
munity was invited to help celebrate this major milestone and participate in the 
groundbreaking for the referendum projects. This celebration was held in a two-
part assembly--fi rst, to commemorate Swallow’s 175 years and second, to describe 
the upcoming construction process and complete the groundbreaking.  

Drawing by Addison McClement

Swallow in the mid-19th century

A video, The History of Swallow, was shared showing documents, pictures and in-
terviews from when Swallow was fi rst imagined by settlers in the area in October 
of 1842 until the present day. This video is available on Swallow’s YouTube chan-
nel for anyone to view.  

The assembly then transitioned to the future of the district. Leading up to the 
assembly, students from each grade level were asked to draw and submit pictures 

describing their vision for How 
can our building help us learn?   
The addition and remodeling of 
spaces dedicated to science were 
strong themes as third grader 
Addison McClement said, “I wish 
Swallow had a science room for 
elementary students so that we 
can do more experiments. This is 
important because then we can 
learn how the world works and 
make things.” 

Swallow in 2019
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the other part? Will you 
add another science lab? 
and Are there any girls on 
the team? were asked and 
answered. 

The assembly culminated 
with a digital reveal of the 
renovated building before 
heading outside to com-
plete the groundbreaking. 
More than thirty nomi-
nated students, staff , and community members participated in the 
ceremony, held on the lawn in front of the 1890’s portion of the 
building.  

Students were fi rst invited to participate and reminded that, “We 
are breaking ground so that you, our students, have the learning 
spaces you need and desire to grow and prepare for what’s next.”  

Superintendent Thompson then called upon staff  representatives 
saying, “We are breaking ground so that we, as a staff , have the 
spaces, technology, tools, and environment to support not just our 
students’ learning journey, but our own as well.”  

School Board President John Stahl then invited community mem-
bers, including members of the School Board and Facilities Advi-
sory Committee to participate by saying, “We are breaking ground 
because as a community, we are committed to working together, 
listening to each other, setting a vision, and seeing it through for 
the benefi t of our kids and collective future.”

The ceremony concluded by explaining plans to use the brick and 
bell from the 1890’s building in the renovated front entry and lobby 
area so that the most iconic portions of the existing building will 
be enjoyed by future generations each day.    

175th continued from page 1

Former eighth grade students Carson Ketterhagen and Andrew 
Jung redesigned the middle school science room because, “This 
year, middle school students have a new curriculum, and with this 
new curriculum, we have been been doing more labs and group 
discussions which means we have been moving around more 
and using more tools. So with the change of the curriculum we 
changed the science rooms furniture and organization to help the 
education of the teachers and the students. We suggest trapezoid 
tables instead of desks, bigger lab tables with the sinks in between 

the lab ta-
bles, group 
computers 
which are 
retractable 
into the 
walls, a big 
whiteboard/ 
smart board 
in the front 
of the class, 
and the 
little stand 
for the DVD 
player.”

Other requests included having rooms with dimmable lights and 
comfortable furniture for reading and doing work, an augment-
ed Speech/Language room, and spaces designed for mindfulness 
activities.

Questions were also solicited to kick off  the Ask Ben the Build-
er series, which takes questions students submit and has them 
answered by architects, construction team members, or school 
offi  cials. During the celebration questions including What will the 
new school look like? Will you blend the new part of the school with 

Drawing by Carson Ketterhagen and Andrew Jung

The District’s construction project began immediately when school let out in June 2019, after six months of preparation following the 
passage of the referendum in November 2018. Details about the overall construction schedule, complete budget information, ren-
derings of the renovated spaces, student-created videos detailing each step of the process, and weekly update newsletters can be 
found on the District’s website by scrolling down and then selecting the image that looks like the one above.
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Students Excel on Wisconsin Forward Exam
show that cohorts of  Swallow students are growing over time. This 
data, coupled with classroom assessment data from teacher obser-
vation and student work samples, help ensure learning is 
personalized to each child’s needs. For the District, this data helps 
us evaluate our programs and services to make sure that we contin-

ue to support the kind of  knowl-
edge and skills needed to be suc-
cessful and future ready.”

This was the fourth year of  the 
online Forward Exam and the fifth 
year of  the DLM, given to students 
with significant cognitive
disabilities. The Forward and 
DLM assessments were admin-
istered in the spring of  2019, to 
434,246 
public school and 18,735 private 
choice school students enrolled in 
grades 3-8.

Statewide results showed slight 
decreases percentages of  students 
scoring proficient/advanced in 
English language arts (39.3%) and 

mathematics (43.4%) scores while science scores (53.3%) were not 
included in this year’s analysis because of  a change in how stu-
dents were tested in that subject. Social Studies scores also slightly 
dropped to 49%.

The Wisconsin Department of  Public Instruction released For-
ward Exam results by proficiency level for schools in the state of  
Wisconsin. 

Swallow students excelled on the 2018-19 exam with high levels 
of  performance across all subject 
areas. Celebrations based on this 
data include significant growth 
in students scoring proficient or 
advanced on the science test in 
both 4th and 8th grades, the only 
two grade levels where science is 
assessed. Fourth grade proficiency 
levels increased 7.4% to 87.8% 
scoring proficient/advanced and 
eighth grade proficiency levels 
increased 8% to 82.7% of  students 
scoring proficient/advanced.

Scores also showed that 81.3% of  
Swallow students are proficient 
and advanced in mathematics, 
70.8% proficient or advanced in 
ELA, and 83% proficient or ad-
vanced in Social Studies.

Superintendent Melissa Thompson explained, “While this is only 
one measure of  individual student and school performance data, 
Swallow staff  is pleased overall with results which continue to 

Swallow 8th Graders Achieve Perfect Math Score on State Report Card
The Wisconsin Department of  Public Instruction (DPI) 
announced that Swallow School earned a 91.4 and rating of  Sig-
nificantly Exceeds Expectations for the 2018-19 school year. The 
Swallow School District has earned the same score and rating and 
based on these measures and has the top score (10/10) for eighth-
grade mathematics achievement in the state, while placing second 
for overall Student Achievement (97.9), and third for Student 
Growth (90.7).

While numbers and data 
are only a part of  the 
picture of  school perfor-
mance and there are many 
other factors not included 
in this report card which 
are critical to understand-
ing school and district 
performance, they do tell 
a part of  Swallow’s story. 
This recognition validates 
the exceptional work of  
our highly qualified staff, 
dedicated students, and 
supportive school commu-
nity underway at Swallow 
every day. 

The district is committed 
to celebrating this 
accomplishment and the 
continued work of  personalizing learning for each student to en-
sure their highest performance and growth during their years at 
Swallow. 

Annually the Wisconsin DPI releases School Report Cards 
measuring and reporting school effectiveness in four areas - 
student achievement in English/Language Arts (ELA) and math 
on state tests, student growth as measured by year-to-year im-
provements in ELA and math achievement, closing gaps in perfor-
mance between specific student groups (English Language Learn-
ers, low-income, students with disabilities, members of  racial or 
ethnic group with their peers) and on-track/postsecondary readi-

ness, including graduation 
or attendance rates, read-
ing and math achievement 
and ACT participation 
and performance.

Each School Report Card 
calculates a school’s 
accountability index score 
(0-100) through the use of  
a complex mathematical 
formula. Based upon this 
score, the school earns 
one of  the five ratings: 
Significantly Exceeds 
Expectations, Exceeds 
Expectations, Meets 
Expectations, Meets Few 
Expectations and Fails to 
Meet Expectations. 

For more information 
about Wisconsin DPI report cards and to view any school or dis-
trict report card, go to:  
https://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards.
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Inspiring Excellence
Swallow School Named Project Lead The Way Distinguished District
Swallow has been recognized as a Project Lead The Way (PLTW) 
Distinguished School for providing broad access to transforma-
tive learning opportunities for students through PLTW Gateway.  
 
Critical thinking, problem-solving and teamwork are all required 
skills for the workplaces of  the present and future. The founda-
tion for those skills begins at Swallow. 2018 marked the expan-

sion of  PLTW at Swallow through 
the Launch program in grades 
5K-5, where was a part of  regular 
curriculum students code and solve 
engineering challenges. 
 
Sixth graders have one semester 
each of  Robotics and the Magic of  
Electrons, 7th graders complete 
Design & Modeling and 8th graders 
complete Automation & Robotics.  
 
Swallow is one of  just 148 middle 

schools across the U.S. to 
receive this honor. PLTW 
is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that serves millions 
of  PreK-12 students and 
teachers in schools across 
the U.S. The PLTW Dis-
tinguished School rec-
ognition honors schools 
committed to increasing 
student access, engage-
ment and achievement in 
their PLTW programs.

Learn more about our sci-
ence and engineering pro-
gramming on our website 
under the Departments & 
Services pull down menu 
at the top of  the page. 

Swallow Ranked A+ by NICHE
Swallow School has received an A+ ranking from Niche.com. 
The A+ overall score includes receipt of  the top grade for both 
teachers and academics.

“We are so pleased that the 
support for a well-rounded child 
comes from all areas of  our 
community. When all of  our 
staff  members are able to see 
students grow from their first 
days in 4K through to walking 
at 8th-grade graduation, there’s 
a unique relationship that holds 
true when you pass that child in 
the hall. We are so honored to 
have the opportunity in continu-

ing to meet each child’s needs and provide an exceptional educa-
tion for all,” commented Principal Adam Scanlan.

“Swallow has been a district of  choice since its founding 175 
years ago, and earning this rating from Niche affirms this tradi-
tion. We  
appreciate the outstanding support of  our community which  
augments the hard work of  staff  to know and grow each of  our  
students,” added Superintendent Melissa Thompson.

According to Niche.com, “The 2020 Best Public Schools rank-
ing is based on rigorous analysis of  key statistics and millions of  
reviews from students and parents using data from the U.S. De-
partment of  Education. Ranking factors include state test scores, 
student-teacher ratio, student diversity, teacher quality, grade 
school ratings, and the overall quality of  the school district.”

Swallow Nurse’s Nut-Free Policy Garners Recognition
Swallow is proud to be on the forefront of  creating 
policies and educating staff, parents and students 
in an attempt to keep students with allergies safe.  
From classroom snacks and birthday treats to 
lunchtime, students with food allergies are at risk 
of  exposure. 

In order to ensure their safety, District Nurse Beth 
Gatzow drafted a Nut-Free Classroom Policy 
that was implemented across the school during 
the 2018-2019 school year. This policy supports 
the safety of  students with allergies by limiting 
the types of  snack and treats that can be brought 

into classrooms, designating a nut-free table in the 
lunchroom, providing classroom cleaning kits to 
ensure surfaces are not contaminated with trac-
es of  allergens and educating parents, staff  and 
students on food allergies, their impact and pre-
vention. 

Her well-written explanation of  the necessity 
for the policy and how it would be implemented 
caught the eye of  SpecialEdConnection.com®, 
one of  the country’s top online reference centers 
for educational needs, who sought permission to 
share Nurse Beth’s work on their site. 
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Since 1844
Swallow 6th Grade Girls Win Invention Contest

Several Swallow sixth grade girls have earned recognition in the 2019 
Young Women Inventor’s Contest.  This year, most 6th grade girls 
elected to participate and Ms. Eva Zamborini was awarded 2nd place in 
the 6th grade category overall. In addition, while the grand prize Cecilia 
Payne-Gaposchkin Award is normally given to the top individual entry, 
because of the cleverness and creativity of so many of the student entries 
from Swallow this year, this year’s grand prize was awarded to the Swal-
low 6th Grade Team.

Students brainstormed projects to submit during their SOAR block, 
a daily 30 minute period all Swallow students have to receive targeted 
support or enrichment opportunities based on their learning needs and 
goals.  Staff members Marge Mosey and Dianna Van Mullem assisted 
students in fleshing out their inventions and completing their entries.

Superin-
tendent 
Melissa 
Thompson 
comment-
ed, “This 
award is 
outstanding 
and a testa-
ment to the 
growth in emphasis we have had in our Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math programming over the past five years along with the value of 
the extension opportunities provided for students during SOAR.”  Student 
winners were commended during the June School Board meeting.

Swallow Students Flourish with Milwaukee Arts in 
Community Education Program

The Arts in Community Education (ACE) Program is a nationally ac-
claimed model of arts education. Sponsored by the Milwaukee Sym-
phony Orchestra, ACE partners with 22 different local cultural part-
ners, to provide immersive, integrated arts education in the classroom. 

ACE is not meant as a 
replacement for music 
education, but instead 
enhances and ties in 
with classroom learn-
ing. For example, the 
first grade storytellers 
might include storytell-
ing songs in addition to 
traditional reading. 

“Children learn best 
when they construct 
meaning from their 
own connected experi-
ences. Making connec-

tions from one subject to another is evident here at Swallow School. 
Multiple forms of literacy are reinforced through the ACE program. 
This includes not only musical and spatial (visual arts) but bodily/kin-
esthetic (movement in dance or physical education), linguistic (lan-
guage arts), logical/mathematical, interpersonal and intrapersonal. 
The power of the arts definitely enhances student learning here,” said 
general music and choir teacher Laurie Calbaum.

Though the in-school visits by performers and the trip to the Marcus 
Center are the most visible part of ACE, it’s actually a comprehensive 
program that trains teachers, uses in-class resource and programming 
and includes group projects around each year’s theme. Each grade 
level focuses on work around a theme that is suitable to their learning 
journey. The themes all tie together so that in the end of the six-year 
program, children have received a comprehensive, unique arts educa-
tion that has been integrated in their classroom throughout each year. 

ACE is funded by contri-
butions from individual 
donors, corporations and 
foundations and partici-
pating schools contribute a 
per-student fee. 

Principal Adam Scanlan 
commented, “As a building 
principal, I really appre-
ciate how ACE seamlessly 
integrates the arts with what we’re already doing in our core subjects. 
It’s really rewarding to see students of all ages be exposed to and inter-
act with professional music and arts performers. One of the best parts 
of the program is bringing the community together for the school-wide 
family concert where kids are seen pointing and whispering to their 
parents as they notice elements of the performance from their lessons 
and experiences during the school day.”
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Wisconsin DPI
District Report Card:

129
lives saved 

through Student 
Council Blood 

Drive

Donated as a result 
of Run Your Socks 
Off thanks to the 

support of vendors 
and business 

partners

Student Achievement
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�������for Academic 
Return on Investment

Top 5% of Wisconsin 
school districts 

Raised by the 
Swallow Educa�on 
Founda�on during 

the Mardi Gras 
Fundraiser

$2,150
Raised by students 
and donated to the 

Bryon Riesch Paralysis 
Founda�on during 
Coffee for a Cause. 

Exceptional Parental and Community Support

Swallow Students are ac�vely involved in their 
community and have taken a leadership role in 

numerous service opportuni�es.
83% of parents volunteer once or 

more during the school year. 

Recognized by WSPRA with an 
Award of Excellence, as well as 

Best in the Category, in Marke�ng 
Materials for its Spotlight in-home 
mailer and an Award of Excellence 

in Referendum Campaigns. 

���������
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Students: 432  
Faculty and Staff: 60

Average faculty teaching 
experience: 18 years

80% of licensed staff have 
Master’s Degrees

Raised by the 

$21,000 $41,000

10/10

8th Grade Math Achievement
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School Board Candidacy Paperwork Available
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The Swallow School District is conducting a census to be taken of  District residents to determine our current population and potential 
needs for the future. It is critical to have information from every address whether or not children live in the residence.
 
Please complete the information on the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelopes that accompanies this letter. Please return the com-
pleted information no later than December 31, 2019. If  you have any questions, please contact Melissa Thompson,  
Superintendent, at 367-2000 ext. 108. 

 SCHOOL CENSUS INSTRUCTIONS
 
 1. Enclosed in this mailing is an envelope with a tear-off  portion.  Please fill out the information on the tear-off  portion, then place it   
     in the already-addressed and stamped envelope, to mail back to school.

 2. Taxing Municipality is determined by where you pay your taxes (i.e., Town of  Merton, Village of  Chenequa, Village of  Merton,        
 Village of  Hartland). This is a very important part of  the census. Thank you for making sure you provide this information.

 3. If  there are no children living at this address, please write NONE across this section. If  there are children living at this address,        
 please continue.  
  a. List names of  all children ages 0-19 currently living at this address (first name, last name (if  different)). Please  
   provide the information for all children even if  they do not attend Swallow School.
  b. List gender of  child, date of  birth, school currently attending, if  applicable, and grade for the 2019-2020 (current)    
  school year.
 
Thank you for your prompt response to this census—this data is critical to the District’s long-range planning process and we appreciate your help.  

District Census Process Underway

Tax Rate Drops Even with Passage of Referendum
On October 28, 2019, the Swallow Board of  Education approved 
the final budget and tax levy for the 2019-2020 school year. The to-
tal tax levy of  $5,262,900 is $140,283 
(or 2.6%) less than the 2018-19 
levy. This reduction marks the third 
consecutive year of  property taxes 
decreasing over 2.5%, resulting in a 
total decrease of  8% over that time 
frame.

The 2019-20 mill rate, or tax rate per 
$1,000 of  equalized property value, 
came in at $5.82. This is a decrease 
of  $0.44 (or 7.1%) over the 2018-19 
mill rate and the sixth consecutive 

year without an increase, resulting in a total reduction of  19.7% 
over that time frame. This is the lowest the mill rate has been in 

over a decade.

The tax reductions for 2019-20 
come even after the passing of  an 
$8.3 million facilities referendum in 
November of  2018. Prior to final-
izing the referendum question, the 
Swallow Board of  Education made 
a commitment to not increase the 
mill rate through the referendum. 
Due to bond rates coming in lower 
than projected, the mill rate reduc-
tion far exceeded the Board’s goal.

The Swallow School District currently has one open position for a 
school board member to be elected on April 7, 2020, which is cur-
rently filled by Peggy Moede (Board Clerk).  The winner of  this 
seat will serve a three-year term from April 27, 2020, through April 
2023. 
 
District residents interested in becoming candidates for the Board 
of  Education are invited to meet with the District’s Superintendent 
Dr. Melissa Thompson. Information about filing and functioning 
as a candidate and the commitment needed to be a Board member 
will be discussed and time for questions, answers and District back-
ground information will also be provided. For further information, 
please call 262-367-2000 ext. 108 to schedule a meeting time. 

Upon filing a Declaration of  
Candidacy with the school 
district, candidates are asked to 
complete a questionnaire, which 
is used to introduce themselves 
to voters. 
 
All forms and information need-
ed to declare candidacy can be 
found on Swallow’s wesbite at 
http://www.swallowschool.org/
board_of_education/school_
board_elections



Swallow School District 
W299 N5614 County Rd E 
Hartland, WI 53029

2019-20  
School Board  
President: John Stahl 
Vice President: Susie Polentini 
Treasurer: Darin Clark 
Clerk: Peggy Moede 
Member: Greg Zimmerman 
Superintendent: Melissa Thompson
 
Comments from readers and citizens are always 
welcome. Please contact Superintendent Thompson 
at thompson@swallowschool.org to share yours.

(p) 262-367-2000 
(f) 262-367-5014 
www.swallowschool.org

 

2019-20 SCHOOL CALENDAR

The Swallow School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, creed, sex, 
marital or parental status, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the  
Boy/Girl Scouts and other designated youth groups. Federal law prohibits discrimination in employment.
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December 20        No 4K/Early Release at Noon
Dec. 23-Jan. 1       Winter Break
January 17       No 4K/Early Release at Noon
January 20       No School  
January 23              5th Grade Band Winter Concert
January 30                6-8 Grade Band Winter Concert 
February 1-2       Aladdin, Jr. Performances 
February 6       Family Literacy Night 
February 14-17     No School 
February 27       Choir Concert
Week of March 16  Parent/Teacher Conferences 
March 5                 Family Arts Night
March 20      No 4K/Early Release at Noon
March 23-27         Spring Break
April 10-13      No School 
May 11       Cabaret Concert
May 22       No 4K/Early Release at Noon
May 25        No School
June 3       Last Day of School for 4K & 8
       8th Grade Graduation
June 4          Last Day of School for KG-7
       Early Release at Noon 

We look forward to engaging with you in many ways in 2020!  Listings of concerts and special 
events, along with more information about those listed below can be found on our website at 
www.swallowschool.org.  We especially hope you can join us for the following:

Community Conversations: The District’s continuing Community Conversations series will 
be held on January 9th (8:30 am and 6:30 pm) and January 14th (8:30 am and 6:30 pm).  An 
overview of the District’s performance, continuous improvement efforts, and next steps will 
be presented along with a question and answer session with board members and administra-
tors present.  Choose the time and day that works best for you and contact Nancy Hazelberg 
at district@swallowschool.org to get on the mailing list and R.S.V.P. for this event.

4K Open House and Enrollment Kick Off: Do you have a child who will be 4 years old by 
September 1, 2020?  If so, we look forward to their participation in next year's 4K program at 
Swallow. Please join us on February 10, 2020 at 6pm for our 4K Open House and Enrollment 
Kick Off event.  Contact Nancy Hazelberg at district@swallowschool.org to join the mailing 
list and R.S.V.P. for this event.

Ribbon Cutting:  Stay tuned and join us next fall for the Ribbon Cutting and formal dedi-
cation of the renovated Swallow School.  Information about this event will be posted to the 
website and provided with notice of the Annual Meeting next summer. 

Please join us...


